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The Rise & Rise of the Paranormal Celebrity! 

 
In an era of reality TV, YouTube, and social media it seems that everyone 
wants to be a paranormal celebrity and have their own reality TV show. 
Once you have attained the celebrity status you immediately become, if by 
magic, an authority on all things paranormal.   
 
Of course a great paranormal reality TV show draws everyone in with the 
expectation of  genuine ghostly adventures but unfortunately most ghost 
hunting shows can be seen as "pure theatre" and as one  critic quoted in a 
recent article they are as comparable to the genre of professional wrestling 
with its formulaic, teasing approach.  
 
Wearing the standard uniform with the baseball cap worn back to front, 
referring to their colleagues as dudes and brosô and trying to emulate 
something creepy to thrill their audience, you almost end up with an 
episode of Scooby-Doo.  
 
Regardless of what paranormal investigation show you are watching 
currently each episode features the same tired production techniques, 
night vision footage and sound effects. Surely we deserve something a little 
more authentic and professional!  
 
  
Janine Donnellan 
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Festival of the Dead  

 
 
 
 
In ancient times people were highly 
superstitious and in awe of times and places 
"in between". Places like sacred sites, bridges 
and cross roads were considered border 
places ï thresholds between the seen and the 
unseen. 
 
During the colder months of the year 
especially around Samhain at the 
commencement of autumn, it is believed that 
the dead, and the dwellers of the Other World, 
walked amongst the living. Samhain was the 
time of release of spirits from the underworld  

 
 
 
 

and that winter was the Season of Ghosts. 
That probably explains why paranormal 
activity can be more prevalent during the 
colder months. 
 
 Many Irish and Scottish Celts and other tribal 
cultures appeased their dead with a traditional 
Dumb Supper or a Feast of the Dead. At the 
celebration of the ancestors a supper was 
usually served in honour of our passed loved 
ones, and one place was set at the head of the 
table for them. This place was served food and 
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drink. Afterwards, the untouched food were 
taken outside for other creatures of the night.  
 
In almost every culture there is a belief that the 
dead should be honoured, be it out of respect 
or a fear of ghostly retribution. In some 
cultures there are holidays set aside 
specifically to commemorate the dead, which 
vary from reserved veneration to a festival that 
parties on for a few days. The following are a 
small list of cultural festival of the dead 
celebrations: 
 

 
 
Chuseok is a major festival and three-day 
holiday in South Korea, celebrated to give 
thanks to dead ancestors for an abundant 
harvest. During this holiday, Koreans make 
their way back to their ancestral home to 
perform rituals early in the morning including 
the preparation of a special kind of rice cake 
called a Songpyeon, which is left out for (and 
presumably eaten by) dead ancestors. 
 

 
 
Qingming, also called Ancestors Day or 
Tomb-Sweeping Day, is a Chinese national 
holiday celebrated in mid-April when families 

go to the tombs of their ancestors and give 
them a good clean. They also offer things like 
food, tea, and joss paperðthought to have 
great value in the afterlife. It is said to date 
back to A.D. 732, from the reign of Tang 
emperor Xuanzong. The emperor is said to 
have declared that there were too many 
extravagant celebrations of ancestors, and 
that such celebrations should be reserved only 
for Qingming.  
 

 
 
The Mexican cousin of All Saintôs Day and All 
Soulsô Day, the Day of the Dead is observed 
on the first and second of November. It is 
probably the most recognisable of the holidays 
due to its associated imagery of grinning 
skeletons, happily re-appropriated for the 
decoration of Mexican restaurants the world 
over. Day of the Dead is most widely 
celebrated in Mexico, where it is a national 
holiday, but is also observed in countries such 
as the Philippines, and the United States. 
 
Day of the Dead has its origins in an Aztec 
harvest celebration, where a month-long 
observance was overseen by the Goddess 
Mictecacihuatlðthe Lady of the Dead.  
 
The imagery associated with El Día de los 
Muerto is not meant to be ghoulish, instead it 
is intended to be a grand celebration of the 
deceased. Masks are worn and there is much 
feasting, singing, and dancing. 
 
References: 
http://listverse.com/2013/01/19/10-festivals-
that-honor-the-dead/ 
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I love a good urban myth and the one that has 
caught my eye is the one about the Black Eyed 
Children. Black-eyed children (or black-eyed 
kids) are an urban legend of paranormal 
creatures that resemble children between the 
ages of 6 and 16, with pale skin and black 
eyes, who are reportedly seen hitchhiking or 
are encountered on doorsteps of residential 
homes. Tales of black-eyed children have 
appeared in pop culture since the late 1990s. 
 
So I have been scrolling the internet for hours 
reading a plethora of personal experiences 
about these creepy children and their 
nocturnal wanderings and there appears to be 
a pattern of behaviour in each story. They 
often travel in pairs like the Jehovah 
Witnesses (an interesting thought) and they 
always want to get into your house or car on 
the pretence that they are lost or some other 
lame excuse. I am not sure what they do once 
you let them in but I guess you either get 
converted or you never live to tell the tale. 
 
When in doubt about something one should 
always consult Wikipedia which states that the 
supposed origins of the legend are from the 
1998 postings written by Texas reporter Brian 
Bethel on a "ghost-related mailing list" relating 
to alleged encounters with "black eyed kids" in 
Abilene, Texas and Portland, Oregon. Bethel's 
stories gained such popularity that he 
published a FAQ "just to keep up with demand 
for more info about the new urban legend. 
 
A movie was released in 2012 called the Black 
Eyed Children and since then there has been 
a rise in sightings around the world.  
 

 
Of course the alleged sightings have been 
taken seriously by ghost hunters, some of 

them believe black eyed children are extra-
terrestrials or even possibly vampires! 
 
According to one theory found on the internet 
the children could be related to the "Men In 
Black" who have also appeared with pitch 
black eyes to intimidate UFO witnesses. 
Perhaps these black eyed beings are of the 
same race as the MIB, who may now be 
unemployed. 
 
It has been an amusing few hours reading 
these personal accounts and I even became 
quite excited when I came across the following 
Australian account of a black eyed person. 
 
FROM THE SHADOWS 
TRUE TALES OF THE PARANORMAL BY 
JASON OFFUTT 
 

Black-Eyed Woman in Australia 
 
New faces at the disability health care center 
where Janita works in Melbourne, Australia, 
arenôt uncommon.  
 
ñWe have lots of part-time workers and casual 
workers. Every day of the week there is 
different people helping us,ò she said.  
 
But one day in October 2010 a woman came 
to work with Janita ï a woman who terrified 
her. 
 
ñThis day was very busy,ò Janita said. ñWe had 
a new worker with us. She was a female from 
Sydney. Petite blonde, long-haired lady, green 
eyes.ò  
 
The new co-worker, Sophie, ñseemed nice,ò 
but something about her struck Janita as odd. 
 
ñFor some reason I didnôt feel comfortable 
being around her,ò Janita said. 
 
During Sophieôs first day on the job, Janita was 
assisting a disabled child in a wheelchair when 
she needed help. 
 
ñMy manager asked me to get Sophie,ò Janita 
said. 
 
 

http://from-the-shadows.blogspot.com.au/
http://from-the-shadows.blogspot.com.au/
http://from-the-shadows.blogspot.com.au/
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Someone had last seen Sophie in the break 
room, but when Janita walked in, the room was 
empty. 
 
ñShe had just disappeared from the lounge 
room,ò she said. ñMy manager went into the 
other rooms to find her and I went towards the 
bathrooms.ò 
 
Janita made her way to the back of the building 
to the bathrooms and found Sophie. She 
wished she hadnôt. 
 
 

ñI will never forget what I saw,ò 
Janita said. ñShe was standing 
in the middle of the bathroom. 
She turned around and looked 
at me with huge black eyes.ò 
 
There were no irises in Sophieôs eyes and no 
whites ï just black voids that burned 
themselves into Janitaôs memory. 
 
ñShe was staring at me,ò Janita said. ñIt felt like 
she had no soul. It felt evil.ò 
 
Janita shot out of the bathroom and ran toward 
a room she knew would have people ï the 
kitchen. Her manager was there. 
ñMy manager just looked at me,ò Janita said. 
ñThen Sophie appears from the back room 
towards the kitchen like nothing happened. 
Her eyes were back to green.ò 
 
But Janita knew what she saw, and she knew 
the evil she felt radiating from that woman. 
 
ñI didnôt want to be around her,ò Janita said. ñI 
had to leave work that day. I told my manager 
I would be taking a couple of days off.ò 
 
When Janita returned to work days later, 
Sophie had returned to Sydney (598 miles) ï 
but Janita couldnôt dismiss her fear. 

ñI found out that Sophie kept asking my 
manager about me,ò she said. ñIt was scary. I 
never want to see her again.ò 
 
Sophie also chilled one of Janitaôs co-workers, 
Emma. Emma said she didnôt feel at ease 
around Sophie either and suspected 
something sinister about the woman. 
 
ñShe felt uncomfortable being around her, too,ò 
Janita said. ñWhen I told Emma what I saw she 
said, óI believe you. But keep away, she might 
be a lizzie.ôò 
 
This comment confused Janita. 
 
ñI said, ówhat do you mean?ôò Janita said. 
ñThatôs when Emma said, óYou know, 
reptilians. Theyôre supposed to run the world 
and have invaded this planet and they can 
shape-shift into anything. Theyôre evil.ò 
 
Conspiracy theorists, such as author David 
Icke, claim all the world governments and 
major financial institutions are secretly 
controlled by a race of reptilian extra-
terrestrials that can appear human. 
 
ñAfter she said that to me, I started reading 
about it,ò Janita said. ñIt has actually scared 
me and I donôt want to look into peopleôs eyes 
anymore. I try and avoid the eyes.ò 
 
Copyright 2010 by Jason Offutt 
 
I have nothing more to add to this article only 
to say if you are sitting in your living room one 
night and you hear a harsh knock on the front 
door and you think to yourself ñWho could it 
possibly be?ò Think twice before you open the 
door. 
 
References: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black-
eyed_children  
http://from-the-shadows.blogspot.com.au/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Soul Searchers Paranormal Magazine ς April 2016- 9 
 

Paracon Australia 2016 will be held at The Carrington Hotel Katoomba on May 
26th and 29th. 
 
Find out more about the venue and how to get there here: 
http://www.paraconaustralia.com/venue-and-more.html  
 
Join us in the iconic and legend packed Blue Mountains for two days of 
lectures, presentations, screenings, investigations and more... 
 
Speakers include; Alison Oborn, Andrea Kaldy, Attila Kaldy, Beth Luscombe, 
Bill Chalker, Bill Tabone, Brian Cano, Calvin Von Crush, Damien Nott, Don 
Meers, Karen Rontowski, Kylie Harris, Mary Rodwell, Michelle Taylor, Mike 
Williams, Paul Bradford, Paul Cropper, Rebecca Lang, Renata Daniel, Richard 
Saunders, Shawn Porter, Sheryl Gottschall and, Tony Healy. 
 
Speaker Bios: http://www.paraconaustralia.com/speaker-bios.html 
 
 
Key Dates at Paracon Australia 2016 and weekend Overview: 
http://www.paraconaustralia.com/weekend-overview-and-tickets.html 
 
**Thursday the 26th in the evening: The Speakers Dinner at Paracon Australia.  
**Friday the 27th in the day: Paracon Australia Workshops  
**Friday the 27th in the evening: Paracon Australia Opening Night Party 
**Saturday and Sunday 28th and 29th: Paracon Australia.  
**After Dark Events on Saturday the 28th in the evening. 
 
Contact us at hello@paraconaustralia.com should you have any questions. 

  

http://www.paraconaustralia.com/venue-and-more.html
http://www.paraconaustralia.com/speaker-bios.html
http://www.paraconaustralia.com/weekend-overview-and-tickets.html
mailto:hello@paraconaustralia.com
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There are certain misconceptions about 
paranormal and anomaly research that have 
gained widespread currency, even though 
there is little or no compelling evidence to back 
them up. Since the same misconceptions 
come up again and again, it makes sense to 
list them in one central place. The list will be 
added to from time to time. 
 
Here is a list of just a few of the commoner 
misconceptions, along with reasons why they 
are wrong. 
 

 
Popular misconception: EMF meters can 
detect EIFS. 
 
The reality: EIFs are experience inducing 
fields. They are a particular kind of complex, 
varying weak magnetic fields that have been 
shown in the laboratory to induce magnetic 
hallucinations, resembling such things as 
ghosts. The vast majority of EMF meters are 
incapable of detecting EIFs because they 
cannot distinguish EIFs from other common 
sources of electromagnetic fields. This is 
because they don't capture relevant frequency 
information.  
 

 
The reality: There is no compelling evidence 
that this is true. There are one or two  
 
 

 
 
anecdotes around about but they are 
extremely vague, severely lacking in relevant 
details and often a source. What is needed is 
a proper study showing consistent EMF meter 
reading changes while people are actually 
seeing ghosts. Not only is there no such study, 
at present, but there are good theoretical 
reasons (such as their inability to distinguish 
between different sources of electromagnetic 
fields) for thinking an EMF meter could never 
act as a ghost detector.  
 

 
Popular misconception: Ghosts are spirits. Or 
hallucinations. Or misperceptions. Or 
telepathy. Or 'recordings'. And so on. 
 
The reality: The most popular idea is that 
ghosts are spirits. People also often debate 
whether ghosts might be hallucinations, 
misperception, telepathy, 'recordings' or lots of 
other possibilities. However, the evidence from 
careful investigation of ghost cases shows that 
different ghost sightings actually have different 
causes. 
 
Ghosts (which can be practically defined as 
'human - sometimes animal - figures, 
witnessed by someone, which cannot be 
physically present') are a 'multiple cause 
phenomenon', with quite different explanations 
resulting in similar sightings! Some ghost 
sightings are caused by hallucination, many 
others by misperception, and some by 
coincidence and so on. This explains how 
ghosts can apparently have quite different 
characteristics in different cases. A witness 

http://www.assap.ac.uk/index.html
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may apparently interact with a ghost when it is 
caused by hallucination but this won't happen 
with one caused by misperception. Oddly 
enough, given popular ideas about ghosts, 
there is little, if any, evidence that they are 
spirits. Most ghost sightings, when carefully 
investigated, prove to be caused by 
misperception or hallucination. 
 
The problem with looking for a single 
explanation for all ghost sightings is that the 
evidence is, overall, highly contradictory. This 
makes it impossible to come up with a testable 
theory that would explain all the evidence. But 
when different explanations are considered for 
different sightings, it soon becomes obvious 
that the term 'ghost' actually covers a whole 
group of phenomena that all result in someone 
seeing a human figure! The reason why ghosts 
are often considered a single phenomenon 
appears to be due to the strong cultural meme 
that sees ghosts as spirits. 
 

 
The reality: In the narrow dictionary sense, a 
ghost does indeed 'haunt'. But the phenomena 
reported as hauntings are somewhat different. 
A haunting is a series of unexplained strange 
incidents generally associated with a particular 
physical location. Though these are commonly 
attributed to the actions of a ghost, there is 
often little evidence for this. In many cases no 
apparition is ever seen. Further, when 
apparitions ARE seen, they are not doing the 
things reported in the haunting, like moving 
objects, knocking on walls and so on. The idea 
that there are invisible ghosts causing 
hauntings is an assumption rather than 
something supported by compelling evidence. 
Many of the odd things that occur in a haunting 
case are often found, on investigation, to have 
different, unrelated causes. Ghosts are also 
frequently sighted where there are no 
associated haunting phenomena.  
 
A widely noticed, but rarely discussed, feature 
of hauntings brings yet further doubt to the 
idea that ghosts cause hauntings. As everyone 
who has ever organized a ghost vigil knows, 
strange phenomena are not evenly spread 
through a haunted location but occur at 
particular hot spots. Other areas produce no 

reports of strange activity. Furthermore, these 
hot spots usually have the same phenomena 
happen each time they are observed. So 
footsteps might be heard in one room, but 
never in others, and objects may move solely 
in a kitchen. It is difficult to reconcile these hot 
spots with the idea of a ghost moving freely 
around and purposefully 'haunting' a property. 
 

 
The reality: This is such a widely held 
assumption that it seems odd that it is not 
apparently supported by compelling evidence. 
Here is a summary of where the evidence 
ought to be: (a) witnesses often see ghosts 
vanish - this could be accounted for with 
sightings caused by misperception or 
hallucination, as many are; (b) witnesses 
sometimes report seeing partial or (very rarely) 
transparent ghosts - these, too, could be 
accounted for by misperception or 
hallucination; (c) haunt phenomena - see 
'ghosts haunt' above; (d) there are photos 
showing figures that were not seen by the 
photographer at the time of exposure - but see 
here; (e) there are photos showing transparent 
figures - but see here. 
 
The evidence shows that ghosts are a 'multiple 
cause phenomenon'. It is therefore difficult to 
generalize about the characteristics of all 
ghosts. This may explain why it is so difficult to 
pin even one consistent property - that they 
are mostly invisible - on them. 
 

 
Popular misconception: Witness testimony is 
generally reliable and accurate. 
 
The reality: We all tend to feel that what we 
personally experience and remember is an 
accurate representation of reality. However, 
research shows this not to be the case. Right 
from the moment of perception, what we 
experience is only an approximation of real 
physical reality. Indeed our brains offer us the 
edited highlights of what our eyes actually see. 

http://www.assap.ac.uk/newsite/htmlfiles/More%20photos.html
http://www.assap.ac.uk/newsite/htmlfiles/More%20photos.html
http://www.assap.ac.uk/newsite/htmlfiles/Photographs%20of%20ghosts.html
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And after the experience, our memories fade 
and alter over time.  
 

 
The reality: While, as discussed in the 
previous point, witness testimony is not 
generally very accurate, it does not follow that 
it has no value. When someone reports a 
mundane, trivial incident they are highly likely 
to be believed. However, they are no more nor 
less likely to be accurate than if they reported 
something extraordinary (when they may not 
be so readily believed). The difference is, thus, 
due to what is being reported rather than the 
witness themselves. In every case, when 
someone witnesses something there is an 
explanation, whether it is an external objective 
event or an internal subjective one. To dismiss 
all reports of the extraordinary as 'imagination' 
or 'made up', particularly when multiple reports 
show common elements, is thus clearly not a 
credible position. On investigation, few such 
'extraordinary' reports are easily dismissed. In 
many cases the witness has an objective 
experience but with subjective elements - in 
other words they misperceive something 
perfectly real as something else, which isn't.  
 
Misperception happens all the time as part of 
our normal sensory perception, it is simply 
rarely noticed. Just occasionally it produces 
something apparently extraordinary. Thus, 
there is nothing 'wrong' with the witness, nor 
their report. They have had a perfectly valid 
experience, no more nor less real than the 
ones we all have had at some time. The fact 
that many paranormal reports contain 
common elements points to a valid experience 
worthy of study. Even misperception involves 
an objective external sensory stimulus. 
 

 
The reality: While investigators who are not 
present at an incident will never experience 
what the witness did, it does not follow that 
they cannot explain the observation. 

Investigators can use techniques, like 
cognitive interviewing, to obtain as much 
accurate detail as possible from witnesses. In 
addition, they can examine the area where the 
incident occurred to look for evidence that 
might explain the witness report (see here for 
instance). Most importantly, they can use their 
knowledge of many similar incidents to 
reconstruct how a reported event may have 
happened. 
 

 
The reality: Let us assume, for the sake of 
argument, that the paranormal involves forces 
and effects beyond the current state of science 
to detect or measure, as some claim. The fact 
that we receive reports of the paranormal 
shows that, at some point, these paranormal 
effects must somehow impinge on the ordinary 
world. If they did not, we could not experience 
them. And if an effect occurs in the ordinary 
physical world, even if it is only a subjective 
experience in someone's brain, it must be 
measurable by science. So, even if we cannot 
measure the paranormal itself, we can 
measure its effects. So, it follows that science 
IS an appropriate tool to study the paranormal, 
no matter what its origin. 
 

 
Popular misconception: Most paranormal 
photos are fakes. 
 
The reality: Most apparently paranormal 
photos do not show anything paranormal. 
However, only a tiny minority are deliberately 
faked. The vast majority are photographic 
artefacts like orbs. The number of fakes may 
have increased lately, due to the ease with 
which smart phones can produce 'ghost 
photos' very easily through 'apps', but they still 
form only a small minority of the hundreds 
examined by ASSAP. Whether there are any 
genuinely paranormal photos out there 
remains debatable. 
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The reality: Most orbs are indeed caused by 
bits of dust (watch dust turn into orbs here), as 
well as insects, water droplets and other small 
objects. However, the crucial missing part of 
this explanation is that all these objects are 
actually OUT OF FOCUS. This fact explains 
such defining aspect of orbs as their 
characteristic circular (or sometimes diamond) 
shape. The idea is expanded in the orb zone 
theory which has been tested and explains 
known characteristics of orbs in detail. 
 

 
The reality: Some orbs are caused by water 
droplets. It might seem like nit-picking but 
'moisture' implies water vapour, which is a 
gaseous form of water that is invisible and so 
cannot form orbs. To form orbs, an object must  

be able to reflect light, which water vapour 
cannot. Water droplets by contrast, in the form 
of rain drops (where it can form tails) or mist or 
fog, DO reflect light. 
 

 
The reality: This could be true except that (a) 
there is no current compelling evidence for it 
and (b) no current consistent way of 
distinguishing 'ordinary' orbs from supposed 
paranormal ones. There have been many 
objections made to the naturalistic 
interpretation of orbs. They have, however, 
been thoroughly investigated and are dealt 
with here. 
 
  
 
© Maurice Townsend 2011, 2012 

 
 
 

   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dr-6xKaLJsg
http://www.assap.ac.uk/newsite/articles/Paranormal%20orbs.html
http://www.afterlifeexplorers.com.au/
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Talismans, Sigils & Squares 
By Janine Donnellan 
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The Talisman is an object impregnated with 
magic signs or symbols which by the nature of 
its vibration, energy and intent can bring about 
a change in circumstances. Talismans are 
usually objects or inscriptions infused with 
power and positive energy which is duly 
passed to its possessor. The Talisman 
contains magical symbols & sigils that 
represent beliefs, perceptions, and concepts 
formed in the mind but aligned to universal & 
cosmic laws. Mystical symbols have been 
used for hundreds if not thousands of years 
and have over time developed a specific 
energy, and they remain forever intact 
because they are based on incorruptible 
principles of the universe. 
 
 A sigil is usually made up of a combination of 
specific symbols or geometric figures each 
with a specific meaning or intent. The sigil can 
be as a simple process of combining key 
letters of the alphabet or can be a combination 
of ancient symbols and sacred geometry. The 
sigil can be a stand-alone symbol or can be 
incorporated in a talisman or amulet to add 
power to the intent. 
 

 
 
The term sigil derives from the Latin sigilum 
meaning "seal," though it may also be related 
to the Hebrew segulah (meaning "word, action 
or item of spiritual effect"). A sigil may have an 
abstract, pictorial or semi-abstract form. It may 
appear in any medium -- physical, virtual, or 
mental. Visual symbols are the most popular 
form, but the use of aural and tactile symbols 
in magic is not unheard of. 
 
Sigil magic is a common form of magical work 
among occult practitioners; symbols and signs 
have always been a tool of magicians and 

alchemists. In modern uses, the concept was 
mostly popularised by Austin Osman Spare, 
who published a method by which the words 
of a statement of intent are reduced into an 
abstract design; the sigil is then charged with 
the will of the creator. 
 

Sigils have many potential uses. Psychic 
protection is a common one; as well it can be 
used for healing. It can also be used to 
manifest a desire and power can be added to 
the desire by writing down the sigil in a 
symbolic form, and then burning it. 
 

 
 
In a post-modern context, businesses may use 
logos as their sigils and invest them with a 
comparable degree of prestige or power. The 
idea that these symbols are consciously used 
as magical tools is a popular idea among some 
occultists. 
 

 
 
The pentacle is the most powerful sigil used in 
neo-pagan witchcraft and by many occultists. 
Individuals can adopt their personal sigils by 
selecting a letter from the rune or Theban 
alphabets. They have personal, secret 
meanings and are often inscribed on magical 
tools used in occult practices and ceremonies.  
 
Sigils designs are often derived from 
geometric shapes, astrological signs, or 
alchemical symbols. They may incorporate 
signs, such as crosses and icons associated 
with different deities. Some of the best sigils 
are attained through intuition and inspiration.  


